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Brian M. Jirout



EDUCATION
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA
Ph.D Candidate, History and Sociology of Science and Technology

Dissertation: “One Space Age Development for the World: The American Landsat Civil Remote Sensing Program in Use, 1964-2008”

Comprehensive Fields: History of Technology (John Krige), Global Environmental History (Jenny Leigh Smith), American Political and Foreign Relations History (Douglas Flamming) 

M.S., History and Sociology of Science and Technology, May 2012

Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
B.A., Geography and International Affairs, May 2010, Magna Cum Laude with Honors, Phi Beta Kappa

Thesis: “Scale and Social Movements: Environment and Sustainable Development in the Canadian Arctic” Committee: Philip E. Steinberg (chair), Lisa Jordan, Ronald E. Doel 

RESEARCH INTERESTS

History of technology, history of environmental sciences, aerospace history, environmental history, Cold War history, history of cartography, data and information history
PUBLICATIONS
B. Jirout, “Lessons of Landsat: From an Experimental Program to Commercial Land Imaging, 1969-1989,” in Roger Launius and Howard McCurdy, eds., Seeds of Discovery: Chapters in the Economic History of Innovation within NASA, manuscript under revision
B. Jirout, “Landsat,” Geospatial Intelligence,” and “Spy Satellites,” in Gregory Moore, ed., Encyclopedia of U.S. Intelligence, (Taylor & Francis Group), Entries in Progress
Book Review, The Visioneers: How a Group of Elite Scientists Pursued Space Colonies, Nanotechnologies, and a Limitless Future by W. Patrick McCray, Oral History Review, February 2016
Book Review, Engineering and Exploration: The Jet Propulsion Laboratory and the Quest for Mars, by Erik Conway, Humanities and Social Sciences Online: H-Sci-Med-Tech, November 2015
Book Review, Men Into Space by John Fredriksen, Quest: The History of Spaceflight Quarterly, Vol. 20, Issue 4, November 2013
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

Smithsonian Institution, National Air and Space Museum, Washington, D.C.

· Daniel and Florence Guggenheim Predoctoral Fellowship, February 2015-December 2015

American Historical Association/ National Aeronautics and Space Administration

· Fellowship in Aerospace History, August 2014-February 2015

Georgia Tech, School of History and Sociology
· Melvin Kranzberg Graduate Fellowship, August 2012-May 2014

Society for the History of Technology/National Science Foundation Travel Grant: 2012, 2015
President’s List, Florida State University

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS
Southern Regional Conference in the History of Science and Technology, April 2016

Auburn University, Auburn AL

“Civil Remote Sensing for Security: Land Remote Sensing Imagery Use and the Emergence of Geospatial Intelligence in the United States”

Chair, “Global Knowledge Circulation,” Ivan Allen College CDRIC Graduate Student Conference, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA, January 2016

Smithsonian Institution, National Air and Space Museum, Ask An Expert Speaker Series, October 2015

“Instrumentation as Eyes: How We See Earth From Space”

Society for the History of Technology Annual Conference, October 2015

Albuquerque, NM

“Civil Remote Sensing for Sale: Commercializing Landsat Imagery Use, 1979-1989”

Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of American History Colloquium, September 2015

“Farming From Space: Agricultural Surveillance during the Cold War, 1965-1978”

Science & Technology in Society: An Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference, April 2015
American Association for the Advancement of Science, Washington, D.C.
“Landsat For Sale: Effects of Policy Change on Earth Remote Sensing Data Use”

Southeastern Women’s Studies Association Conference, March 2015
Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL,
“For All Our Own Good: Representing Citizenship in Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Discourses,” with Dr. Mary McDonald and Tracy Hsiao
Southern Regional Conference in the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine, March 2013

Mississippi State University, Starkville, MS
“Remote Control: Landsat, Agriculture, and User Communities”

Workshop for the History of Environment, Agriculture, Technology, and Science, March 2013
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
“The Greening of Diplomacy: Landsat, Environment, and the Cold War, 1964-1978”

Society for the History of Technology Annual Conference, October 2013
Copenhagen, Denmark
“Environment, Remote Sensing, and the Production of User Communities, 1959-1978” 

‘Empires and Technologies in World History’ Graduate History Conference, March 2012
Northeastern University, Boston, MA
“Greening of Cold War Empire: Landsat and American Foreign Policy in the 1970s”
Bluegrass History Graduate Student Symposium, March 2012
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY

“Putting ‘Land’ in Landsat: American Foreign Policy and Ground Stations in the 1970s”
Critical Geography Mini-Conference, October 2009
University of Georgia, Athens, GA 
“Inuit and Sustainable Development in the Canadian Arctic”
Florida State University, Department of Geography Colloquium, September 2009

“Inuit and Sustainable Development in the Canadian North”
Atlantic Coast Conference Meeting of the Minds, April 2009

North Carolina State University Raleigh, NC
“Scale and Social Movements: Sustainable Development and Environment in the Canadian North”
GUEST LECTURES

“Observing the World: The Formation of Space Law and Remote Sensing Policy,” U.S. Technology Through Foreign Eyes, Auburn University Department of History, Spring 2015

“Cold War Ice Hockey, 1960-1992,” History of Sport in America, Georgia Tech School of History and Sociology, Spring 2014

“Cold War America, 1945-1961,” American History 1877-Present, Georgia Tech School of History and Sociology, Spring 2012, 2013

“Malaria and the Atlantic World, 1650-1800,” History of Medicine, Georgia Tech School of History and Sociology, Fall 2012

“Politics and Identity in Canada’s Northern Territories,” Geography of the U.S. and Canada, Florida State University Department of Geography, Fall 2009

“The Politics of Space” with Dr. Philip Steinberg, Honors Program Colloquium, Florida State University Honors Program, Fall 2008
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Georgia Tech – School of History and Sociology, Instructor, Spring 2016

· History of Rocketry
Georgia Tech - Georgia Tech Lorraine, Metz, France, Teaching Assistant, Summer 2012

· History of Rocketry

· Technology and Society
Georgia Tech - School of History and Sociology, Teaching Assistant Fall 2010 – Spring 2014. 

· American History to 1877: Fall 2011

· American History 1877- Present: Fall 2010, Spring 2011, 2012, 2013

· History of Sports in America: Spring 2014
· History of Medicine: Fall 2012
· Introduction to Sociology: Fall 2013
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA and Concordia University, Montreal, QC

Research Assistant to Professor Mary McDonald, May 2014-August 2014

· HPV Vaccination Discourses, Practices, and Spaces: Impact on Youth’s Bodies and Subjectivities,” funded by Canadian Institutes of Health Research.

Smithsonian Institution, National Air and Space Museum, Washington, D.C.
Space History Department, Research Assistant Intern, May 2013-August 2013

· Conducted a research project that investigated and analyzed historical policymaking episodes in America where the federal government fostered critical commercial activities valued for their public good in science, transportation, and communications to study best practices for pursuing space commerce.
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Undergraduate Research Assistant to Professor Philip Steinberg, January 2010-April 2010

· “Territorial Imaginaries and Arctic Sovereignty Claims” funded by National Science Foundation. I transcribed oral history interviews and collected data.
ACADEMIC AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Southern Regional Conference for the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine, Georgia Tech, 

Co-organizer, March 2014

· Assisted with planning and execution of a two day academic conference
Georgia Tech, School of History and Sociology
Graduate Student Reading and Writing Group Convener, August 2012-August 2013
· Selected monthly readings and writing pieces and coordinated graduate program meetings
Georgia Tech, School of History and Sociology
Graduate Student Representative April 2011- May 2012

· Coordinated graduate program activities, organized a reading group, served as liaison between Director of Graduate Studies and the graduate students, and attended faculty meetings
Florida State University, Student Council on Undergraduate Research and Creativity
College of Social Sciences Representative, August 2009 – May 2010

· Assisted in the creation of The Owl: FSU Undergraduate Research Journal, served as editor of Social Sciences, and was a campus ambassador to motivate undergraduates to pursue research
Museum of Florida History, Tallahassee, FL
Volunteer Docent and Clerical Assistant, September 2006- May 2009
· Served as a docent providing tours on Florida’s history throughout many time periods and performed significant clerical work and collections data entry and management
MEMBERSHIPS
American Historical Association, Phi Beta Kappa, Society for History in the Federal Government, 

Society for the History of Technology

REFERENCES
Dr. Martin Collins

Curator

National Air and Space Museum

Smithsonian Institution

202-633-2413
CollinsM@si.edu
Dr. John Krige

Kranzberg Professor

School of History and Sociology

Georgia Institute of Technology

404-894-7765
John.krige@hsoc.gatech.edu
Dr. Roger Launius

Associate Director, Collections and Curatorial Affairs

National Air and Space Museum

Smithsonian Institution

202-633-2428
launiusr@si.edu
Dr. Kristie Macrakis

Professor

School of History and Sociology

Georgia Institute of Technology

404-894-2185
kristie.macrakis@hsoc.gatech.edu
Dr. Jenny Smith

Assistant Professor

School of History and Sociology

Georgia Institute of Technology

404-894-1819

jenny.smith@hsoc.gatech.edu
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